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(54) MULTI-CARRIER COMMUNICATION APPARATUS AND MULTI-CARRIER COMMUNICATION 
METHOD 



(57) A serial/parallel converter 1 01 converts a single 
stream of transmit data to a plurality of streams of trans- 
mit data, outputs first-stream transmit data and fourth- 
stream transmit data to error correction coding sections 
102 and 103, respectively, and outputs second-stream 
transmit data and third-stream transmit data to an IFFT 
section 1 06. The IFFT section 1 06 generates an OFDM 
signal using the second-stream transmit data and third- 



stream transmit data, together with first-stream and 
fourth-stream transmit data that has undergone error 
correction coding processing. A peak detector 1 07 de- 
tects peak power of the generated OFDM signal. If the 
detected peak power exceeds a threshold value, the 
IFFT section 106 re-generates an OFDM signal using a 
peak suppression signal from a peak suppression signal 
generator 1 08 instead of first-stream and fourth-stream 
transmit data. 
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Description 

Technical Field 

[0001] The present invention relates to a multicarrier 5 
transmission method communication apparatus, and 
more particularly to a multicarrier transmission method 
communication apparatus that suppresses peak power. 

Background Art io 

[0002] A multicarrier transmission method communi- 
cation apparatus has been described in lEICE Technical 
Report RCS99-144. (1999-11) "Peak Power Suppres- 
sion with Parity Carrier for Multi-carrier Transmission", is 
An above conventional multicarrier transmission meth- 
od communication apparatus will be described below. 
[0003] A drawback of a multicarrier transmission 
method is that peak power with respect to average pow- 
er increases in proportion to the number of carriers, 
Consequently, the influence of nonlinear distortion in a 
power amplifier becomes greater, and out-of-band 
spectral emission increases. 

[0004] In order to solve this problem, at the time peak 
power exceeding a particular threshold value appears, ^5 
a compensation signal with the opposite phase of the 
multicarrier signal is generated, and a multicarrier signal 
is generated by assigning this signal to a specific carrier 
(a carrier provided separately from carriers for transmit- 
ting infonnation signals) called a compensation carrier 30 
(parity carrier), 

[0005] By this means it is possible to suppress peak 
power of a multicarrier signal. 

[0006] However, in a communication apparatus in the 
above-described conventional multicarriertransmission 55 
method, the following problem is found. Namely, al- 
though assigning a compensation signal on a compen- 
sation carrier enables multicarrier signal peak power to 
be suppressed, the total number of carriers for transmit- 
ting information signals decreases to a corresponding 40 
extent. That is to say, a compensation carrier can be 
said to be a carrier that contributes to suppression of 
peak power but does not contribute to information trans- 
mission. As a result, with a communication apparatus in 
the above-described conventional multicaaiertransmis- 
sion method, there is a problem that transmission effi- 
ciency is decreased. 

Disclosure of invention 

so 

[0007] It is an object of the present invention to pro- 
vide a multicarrier communication apparatus that sup- 
presses peak power while suppressing a decrease in 
transmission efficiency. 

[0008] The present inventors came to devise the ss 
present invention by noting that it is possible for a carrier 
wave for transmitting only a signal to suppress peak 
power to be used as a carrier wave for transmitting in- 



formation signals when peak power that exceeds a 
threshold value does not occur in a multbarrier signal, 
and finding that it is possible to suppress the decrease 
in transmission efficiency by using all carrier waves for 
information signal transmission when peak power that 
exceeds a threshold value does not occur in a multicar- 
rier signal. 

[0009] The object of the present invention is achieved 
by superimposing information signals on all carrier 
waves when peak power does not occur in a multicarrier 
signal, and superimposing a signal for suppressing peak 
power instead of an information signal on a specific car- 
rier wave among all carrier waves when peak power oc- 
curs in a multicarrier signal. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

[0010] 

F1G.1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of 
a transmitting apparatus provided with a multicarri- 
er communication apparatus according to Embodi- 
ment 1 of the present invention; 
F1G.2 is a block diagram showing configuration of 
a receiving apparatus that performs radio commu- 
nications with a transmitting apparatus provided 
with a multicarrier communication apparatus ac- 
cording to Embodiment 1 of the present invention; 
FIG.3A is a schematic diagram showing an example 
of the fomnat of transmit data input to the IFFT sec- 
tion in a transmitting apparatus provided with a mul- 
ticarrier communication apparatus according to 
Embodiment 1 of the present invention; 
FIG.3B is a schematk^ diagram showing an example 
of the fonriat of transmit data input to the IFFT sec- 
tion in a transmitting apparatus provided with a mul- 
ticarrier communication apparatus according to 
Embodiment 1 of the present invention; 
FIG .4 is a block diagram showing configuration of 
a transmitting apparatus provided with a multicarri- 
er communication apparatus according to Embodi- 
ment 2 of the present invention; 
FIG.5 is a block diagram showing a configuration of 
a transmitting apparatus provided with a multicarri- 
er communication apparatus according to Embodi- 
ment 3 of the present invention; 
FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a configuration of 
a receiving apparatus that performs radio commu- 
nications with a transmitting apparatus provided 
with a multicarrier communication apparatus ac- 
cording to Embodiment 3 of the present invention; 
and 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a configuration of 
a transmitting apparatus provided with a multicarri- 
er communication apparatus according to Embodi- 
ment 4 of the present invention. 
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Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention 

[0011] With reference now to the accompanying 
drawings, embodiments of the present Invention will be 
explained In detail below. In the following embodiments, 
the descriptions refer to an example In which the number 
of subcarriers used is four. 

(Embodiment 1) 

[0012] In this embodiment, subcarriers that transmit 
only peak suppression signals on a fixed basis and sub- 
carriers that transmit only Infomnation signals are not 
provided, but Instead, subcarriers that transmit both 
peak suppression signals and information signals and 
subcarriers that transmit information signals are provid- 
ed. 

[0013] FIQ.1 Is a block diagram showing the configu- 
ration of a transmitting apparatus provided with a multi- 
carrier communication apparatus according to Embod- 
iment 1 of the present invention. In FIG.1, a serial/par- 
allel (hereinafter referred to as "SyP") converter 101 con- 
verts a single stream of transmit data Into a plurality of 
streams of transmit data (four streams here as an ex- 
ample). The number of streams is equivalent to the total 
number of carriers. Here, for convenience, the transmit 
data of the plurality of streams shown In FIG.1 is- referred 
to in order from top to bottom as first-stream to fourth- 
stream transmit data. 

[0014] The S/P converter 101 sends standard-rate 
transmit data to an Inverse Fast Fourier Transfonn 
(hereinafter refen-ed to as "IFFT") section 106 as sec- 
ond-stream transmit data and third-stream transmit da- 
ta. The S/P converter 101 also sends low-rate transmit 
data as first-stream transmit data and fourth-stream 
transmit data to an error correction coding section 1 02 
and error correction coding section 1 03, respectively. 
[0015] Error correction coding section 102 and error 
correction coding section 103 carry out predetermined 
error correction coding processing on first-streanri trans- 
mit data and second-stream transmit data, respectively, 
and send transmit data that has undergone error cor- 
rection coding processing to a switch 1 04 and switch 

105, respectively. 

[001 6] A peak suppression signal generator 1 08 per- 
forms generation of a peak suppression signal for switch 
104 and switch 105 based on a detection result from a 
peak detector 107 described later herein. Details of the 
peak suppression signal will be described later herein. 
[001 7] Switch 1 04 Is subjected to control by the peak 
detector 107 described later herein, and outputs first- 
stream transmit data from error correction coding sec- 
tion 102 or the peak suppression signal from the peak 
suppression signal generator 108 to the IFFT section 

106. Similarly, switch 105 is subjected to control by the 
peak detector 107 described later herein, and outputs 
fourth-stream transmit data from error correction coding 
section 1 03 or a peak suppression signal from the peak 
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suppression signal generator 108 to the IFFT section 
106. ' f 

[0018] The IFFT section 106 is subjected to control by 
the peak detector 107 described later herein, and per- 

5 forms frequency division multiplexing processing by car- 
rying out IFFT (inverse fast Fourier transfonn) process- 
ing per symbol basis using first-stream transmit data 
through fourth-stream transmit data, or using second- 
stream transmit data and third-stream transmit data and 

10 two peak suppression signals. 

[0019] By means of this frequency division multiplex- 
ing processing, the IFFT section 106 generates an 
OFDM signal (rhuttlcarrler signal) In which first-stream 
transmit data through fourth-stream transmit data are 

15 superimposed on subcarriers, or an OFDM signal (mul- 
ticarrier signal) in which second-stream transmit data 
and third-stream transmit data and two peak suppres- 
sion signals are superimposed on subcarriers, on a 
symbol-by-symbol basis, and sends the generated sym- 

20 bol-basis OFDM signal to the peak detector 107. In or- 
der to simplify the description, the subcarrier on which 
first-stream transmit data or a peak suppression signal 
Is superimposed will be designated "the first subcarrier", 
the subcarrier on which second-stream transrriit data is 

25 superimposed will be designated "the second subcarri- 
er", the subcarrier on which third-stream transmit data 
Is superimposed will be designated 'the third subcarri- 
er", and the subcarrier on which fourth-streamtransmit 
data or a peak suppression signal is superimposed wilt 

30 be designated "the fourth subcarrier". 

[0020] The peak detector 1 07 measures the power of 
the OFDM signal from the IFFT section 106 for each 
symbol, and detects, on the OFDM signal for each sym- 
bol, whether or not peak power that exceeds a threshold 

35 value occurs. If peak power exceeding the threshold val- 
ue has not occurred in the OFDM signal the peak de- 
tector 107 sends this OFDM signal of the symbol in 
which peak power has not occurred to a D/A converter 
110. 

40 [0021] If peak power exceeding the threshold value 
has occurred in the OFDM signal, the peak detector 1 07 
temporarily stores this OFDM signal for the symbol in 
which peak power has occurred, and also controls the 
IFFT section 106, peak suppression signal generator 
108, switch 104, and switch 105, in the following way. 
[0022] First, the peak detector 107 controls the IFFT 
section 1 06 so as to re-generate an OFDM signal for the 
symbol in which peak power exceeding the threshold 
value occurred. In addition, the peak detector 107 con- 

50 trols the peak suppression signal generator 1 08 so as 
to generate a peak suppression signal. 
[0023] The peak detector 1 07 also controls switch 1 04 
so that the peak suppression signal from the peak sup- 
pression signal generator 1 08 is output to the IFFT sec- 

55 tion 106 Instead of first-stream transmit data from error 
correction coding section 102, and controls switch 105 
so that the peak suppression signal from the peak sup- 
pression signal generator 1 08 Is output to the IFFT sec- 
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tion 106 instead of fourth-stream transmit data frorh er- 
ror correction coding section 1 03. 
[0024] By this means, it is possible for an OFDIS/I sig- 
nal for a symbol having peak power exceeding a thresh- 
old value to be re-generated by the peak detector 1 07 
using second-stream transmit data, third-stream trans- 
mit data, and two peak suppression signals. The above- 
described second-stream transmit data and third- 
stream transmit data used by the IFFT section 106 are 
the same as the second-stream transmit data and third- 
stream transmit data for the symbol in which peak power 
occurred, respectively. 

[0025] If peak power exceeding the threshold value 
still occurs in the OFDM signal re-generated by the IFFT 
section 1 06, the peak detector 1 07 causes the peak sup- 
pression signal generator 108 to generate a peak sup- 
pression signal, and also controls the IFFT section 106 
so that re-generation of an OFDM signal for the symbol 
in which peak power occurred is continued, until a first 
repetition count reaches a stipulated number. At this 
time, when the first repetition count reaches the stipu- 
lated number, the peak detector 107 sends the tempo- 
rarily stored OFDM signal for the relevant symbol to a 
clipping circuit 109. 

[0026] The clipping circuit 109 performs clipping 
processing on an OFDM signal from the peak detector 
107, and sends the OFDM signal that has undergone 
clipping processing to the D/A converter 110. 
[0027] The D/A converter 110 performs D/A conver- 
sion processing on the OFDM signal from the peak de- 
tector 107 or clipping circuit 109, converting the OFDM 
signal to an analog signal. 

[0028] A multiplier 112 perfomis modulation process- 
ing on the OFDM signal that has been converted to an 
analog signal by multiplying the OFDM signal converted 
to an analog signal by a local signal from an oscillator 
111. After undergoing modulation processing, the 
OFDM signal is transmitted to the communicating party 
via an antenna 113. 

[0029] FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the configu- 
ration of a receiving apparatus that perfonms radio com- 
munications with a transmitting apparatus provided with 
a multicarrier communication apparatus according to 
Embodiment 1 of the present invention. In FIG. 2, a sig- 
nal transmitted by a communicating party is received by 
an antenna 201 . This communkiating party has the con- 
figuration shown In FIG.1 . 

[0030] A multiplier 203 multiplies a signal received by 
the antenna 201 (received signal) by a local signal from 
an oscillator 202 to generate a demodulated signal. An 
fiJD converter 204 performs A/D conversion processing 
on the demodulated signal from the multiplier 203, 
thereby converting the demodulated signal to a digital 
signal. 

[0031] A Fast Fourier Transform (hereinafter referred 
to as "FFT") section 205 extracts the signal transmitted 
by each subcarrier (that is, the first subcarrier through 
fourth subcarrier) by carrying out FFT (Fast Fourier 



Transform) processing on the demodulated signal that 
has been convertedto a digital signal. In orderto simplify 
the description, the signals transmitted by means of the 
first subcarrier through fourth subcarrier will be desig- 
5 nated "first demodulated signal" through "fourth demod- 
ulated signal", respectively. 

[0032] The FFT section 205 sends the first demodu- 
lated signal and fourth demodulated signal to an error 
correction decoding section 206 and error correction de- 
10 coding section 207, respectively, and sends the second 
demodulated signal and third demodulated signal to a 
parallel/serial (hereinafter referred to as "P/S") convert- 
er 208. 

[0033] Error correction decoding section 206 per- 
15 forms error correction decoding processing on the first 
demodulated signal, and sends the first demodulated 
signal that has undergone error correction decoding 
processing to the P/S converter 208. Error correction 
decoding section 207 performs error correction decod- 
20 ing processing on the fourth demodulated signal, and 
sends the fourth demodulated signal that has under- 
gone error correction decoding processing to the P/S 
converter 208. The error correction decoding process- 
ing used by error correction decoding section 206 and 
25 error correction decoding section 207 corresponds to 
the error correction coding processing used by the com- 
municating party. 

[0034] The P/S converter 208 converts the plurality of 
streams of demodulated signals (that is, the first demod- 

30 ulated signal and fourth demodulated signal that have 
undergone error correction decoding processing, and 
the second demodulated signal and third demodulated 
signal) to a single stream of demodulated data. 
[0035] Next, the operation of a transmitting apparatus 

35 provided with a multicarrier communication apparatus 
according to this embodiment, and the operation of a 
receiving apparatus that perfomis radio communica- 
tions with this transmitting apparatus, will be described 
with reference to FIG.1 and FIG.2, and also to F1G.3 (a) 

40 and FIG.3 (b). F1G.3 (a) and FIG.3 (b) are schematic 
diagrams showing examples of the format of transmit 
data input to the IFFT section 106 in a transmitting ap- 
paratus provided with a multicarrier communication ap- 
paratus according to Embodiment 1 of the present in- 

45 vention. 

[0036] In FIG.1, a single stream of transmit data is 
converted to first-stream transmit data through fourth- 
stream transmit data by the S/P converter 1 01 . Second- 
stream transmit data and third-stream transmit data are 

so sent to the IFFT section 1 06 with their information trans- 
mission speed as the standard rate. First-stream trans- 
mit data and fourth-stream transmit data are sent to the 
error correction coding section 1 02 and error correction 
coding section 103, respectively, with their information 

55 transmission speed as a low rate. The reason for using 
a lower rate for first-stream transmit data and fourth- 
stream transmit data than for second-stream transmit 
data and third-stream transmit data is to ensure that the 
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rate of first-stream transmit data and fourth-stream 
transmit data after error correction coding processing is 
the same as the rate of second-stream transmit data and 
third-stream transmit data. 

[0037] First-stream transmit data and fourth-stream 
transmit data undergo predetermined error correction 
coding processing by error correction coding section 
1 02 and error correction coding section 1 03, respective- 
ly. As the aforesaid predetermined error correction cod- 
ing processing it is possible to use error correction cod- 
ing processing that employs a block code (hamming 
code, BCH code, Reed-Solomon code, fire code, etc.), 
or to use error correction coding processing that em- 
ploys a convolutional code (turbo code, auto-orthogonal 
code, Hagelbarger code, Iwadare code, etc.). 
[0038] First-stream transmit data and fourth-stream 
transmit data that have undergone error correction cod- 
ing processing by error correction coding section 1 02 
and error correction coding section 103 are sent to 
switch 104 and switch 105, respectively. As a result of 
this error correction coding processing, the rate of first- 
stream transmit data and fourth-stream transmit data 
that have undergone error correction coding processing 
becomes equal to the rate of second-stream transmit 
data and third-stream transmit data. 
[0039] When this apparatus Is In the normal state 
(when peak power that exceeds a threshold value has 
not been detected by the peak detector 1 07 in an OFDM 
signal generated by the I FFT section 106), switch 104 
and switch 1 05 are controlled by the peak detector 1 07 
so as to output, respectively, first-stream transmit data 
from error correction coding section 102 and fourth- 
stream transmit data from error correction coding sec- 
tion 103 to the IFFT section 106. Consequently, first- 
stream through fourth-stream transmit data is input to 
the IFFT section 106. First-stream through fourth- 
stream transmit data input to the IFFT section 106 all 
has the same rate (see FIG. 3 (a)). 
[0040] In the I FFT section 1 06, IFFT processing (that 
is, frequency division multiplexing processing) using 
first-stream through fourth-stream transmit data is car- 
ried out. As a result of this frequency division multiplex- 
ing processing, an OFDM signal is generated in which 
first-stream transmit data through fourth-stream trans- 
mit data are superimposed, respectively, on the first 
subcarrier through fourth sut>carrier. The generated 
OFDM signal is sent to the peak detector 107. 
[0041] In the peak detector 107, the power of the 
OFDM signal from the IFFT section 1 06 is measured on 
a symbol-by-symbol basis, and detection Is carried out 
as to whether or not peak power exceeding a threshold 
value has occurred in the OFDM signal for each symbol. 
[0042] If peak power exceeding the threshold value 
has not occurred in the OFDM signal from the IFFT sec- 
tion 106, this OFDM signal for a symbol in which peak 
power has not occurred is sent to the D/A converter 1 1 0. 
[0043] if, on the other hand, peak power exceeding 
the threshold value has occurred in the OFDM signal 



from the IFFT section 106, this OFDM signal for a sym- 
bol in which peak power has occurred is stored tempo- 
rarily, and the apparatus switches from the nomnal state 
to a peak suppression state. For example, referring to 

5 FIG.3 (a), if peak power exceeding the threshold value 
occurs in the OFDM signal for symbol 301 , the OFDM 
signal for symbol 301 Is temporarily stored and the ap- 
paratus switches from the normal state to the peak sup- 
pression state. The OFDM signal for symbol 301 has 

10 been generated by IFFT processing using signal "SI" 
through signal "S4" respectively as the first-stream 
through fourth-stream signals. 

[0044] When the apparatus switches to the peak sup- 
pression state, the following processing is carried out. 

15 Acontrol signal is sent from the peak detector 1 07 to the 
IFFT section 106 to have re-generation of the OFDM 
signal for the symbol in which peak power exceeded the 
threshold value performed. In addition, a control signal 
Is sent from the peak detector 1 07 to the peak suppres- 

^0 sion signal generator 108~to have a peak suppression 
signal output to switch 104 and switch 105. 
Peak detector 1 07 outputs to peak suppression signal 
generator 108 a control signal to instruct the generator 
108 to output a peak suppression signal to switch 104 

25 and switch 105. 

Also, a control signal is sent from the peak detector 1 07 
to switch 104 to have the peak suppression signal from 
the peak suppression signal generator 1 08 output to the 
IFFT section 106 instead of first-stream transmit data 

30 from error correction coding section 102, and a control 
signal is sent from the peak detector 1 07 to switch i 05 
to have the peak suppression signal from the peak sup- 
pression signal generator 1 08 output to the IFFT section 
106 instead of fourth-stream transmit data from error 

35 correction coding section 103. 

[0045] On receiving an above-described control sig- 
nal from the peak detector 107. the peak suppression 
signal generator 1 08 performs generation of a peaksup- 
pression signal to switch 104 and switch 105. 

40 [0046] The peak suppression signals generated by 
the peak detector 107 in this case are as follows. Ap- 
propriate (random) signals are generated as signals to 
replace first-stream transmit data and fourth-stream 
transmit data. The peak suppression signals output to 

^5 switch 1 04 and switch 1 05 may be the same signal or 
different signals. According to the scale of the I FFT sec- 
tion 106, these appropriate signals may be selected 
from (1) a signal of unlimited amplitude and phase, (2) 
a signal of limited amplitude, (3) a signal of limited 

50 phase, (4) a signal of limited amplitude and phase, and 
so forth. 

[0047] When (4) is used as a peak suppression signal 
(that is, when a QPSK or similar signal of limited ampli- 
tude and phase is used), in particular, if the total number 
55 of subcarriers is small it Is possible to compute IFFT 
computation results offline beforehand, and store these 
computation results as a look-up table. By using this 
look-up table, IFFT computation results can be readily 
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obtained according to the signal input to the IFFT sec- 
tion 106. Consequently, the amount of processing In the 
IFFT section 106 can be reduced, and the scale of cir- 
cuitry of the IFFT section 106 can be made smaller 
[0048] When (2) or (3) is used as a peak suppression 
signal, also, signals input to the IFFT section 106 are 
limited, and therefore the computing element that per- 
forms IFFT computations can be simplified, and it is also 
possible to compute IFFT computation results offline be- 
forehand. Consequently, the scale of circuitry of the 
IFFT section can be made smaller. 
[0049] (n this embodiment, a procedure is used 
whereby an OFDM signal is generated using an appro- 
priate (random) signal as a peak suppression signal, 
and if peak power that exceeds a threshold value still 
occurs in the generated OFDM signal, an OFDM signal 
is generated using a different appropriate (random) sig- 
nal from that aforementioned as a peak suppression sig- 
nal. 

[0050] As a result, peak suppression signals are Input 
to the IFFT section 106 instead of first-stream transmit 
data and fourth-stream transmit data together with sec- 
ond-stream transmit data and third-stream transmit da- 
ta. For example, referring to FIG.3 (b), in order to gen- 
erate an OFDM signal for above-described symbol 301 , 
peak suppression signal "PI " and peak suppression sig- 
nal "P2" are input to the IFFT section 1 06 instead of sig- 
nal "81 " and signal "S4", respectively, together with sig- 
nal "S2" and signal "S3". Signal "S2" and signal "S3" are 
the same as signal "82" and signal "S3", respectively, 
input to the IFFT section 106 in the above-described 
norma! state (FiG.3 (a)). 

[0051] in the IFFT section 106, It Is recognized from 
a control signal from the peak detector 1 07 that the ap- 
paratus has switched to the peak suppression state. As 
a result, in the IFFT section 1 06 an OFDM signal for the 
symbol in which peak power exceeded the threshold 
value (symbol 301 ) Is re-generated by the peak detector 
107. That is, an OFDM signal is generated in which a 
peak suppression signal is superimposed on the first 
subcarrier and fourth subcarrier, and second-stream 
transmit data and third-stream transmit data are super- 
imposed on the second subcarrier and third subcarrier, 
respectively. For example, referring to FIG.3 (b), an 
OFDM signal Is generated in which peak suppression 
signal "PI " and peak suppression signal "P2" are super- 
imposed on the first subcarrier and fourth subcarrier, re- 
spectively, and signal "82" and signal "83" are superim- 
posed on the second subcarrier and third subcarrier, re- 
spectively. 

[0052] Here, the peak suppression signals Input to the 
IFFT section 106 are appropriate (random) signals, and 
so are signals having a possibility of suppressing the 
peak power of the OFDM signal generated by the IFFT 
section 106. Therefore, there is a possibility that the 
OFDM signal re-generated by the IFFT section 106 will 
be a signal with its peak power suppressed. 
[0053] For the OFDM signal re-generated by the IFFT 



section 106, the peak detector 107 detects whether or 
not peak power exceeding the threshold value has oc- 
curred, as described above. If peak power exceeding 
the threshold value has not occurred in the re-generated 
5 OFDM signal this re-generated OFDM signal is sent to 
the D/A converter 110. 

[0054] If, on the other hand, peak power exceeding 
the threshold value still occurs in the re-generated 
OFDM signal: a control signal is sent from the peak de- 
10 tector 1 07 to the IFFT section 1 06 to have re-generation 
of the OFDM signal for that symbol carried out, and a 
control signal is sent again from the peak detector 107 
to the peak suppression signal generator 108 to have a 
peak suppression signal output to switch 1 04 and switch 
105. At this time, the first repetition count for OFDM sig- 
nal re-generation is incremented in the peak detector 
107. 

[0055] On receiving this control signal, the peak sup- 
pression signal generator 108 again performs genera- 

20 tion of a peak suppression signal to switch 104 and 
switch 105. At this time, an appropriate signal different 
from the above-mentioned appropriate signal is gener- 
ated as a peak suppression signal. 
[0056] As a result, in the IFFT section 106 an OFDM 

25 signal is re-generated for a symbol In which peak power 
exceeding the threshold value occurred by the peak de- 
tector 107 using new peak suppression signals, and, as 
described above, detection is performed for the re-gen- 
erated OFDM signal by the peak detector 107 as to 

30 whether or not peak power exceeding the threshold val- 
ue has occurred. 

[0057] Thereafter, the above-described kind of re- 
generation of an OFDM signal for the same symbol Is 
repeated, replacing the peak suppression signals by dif- 

35 ferent appropriate signals, until peak power exceeding 
the threshold value no longer occurs in the re-generated 
OFDM signal. However, if the first repetition count 
reaches a stipulated value, the OFDM signal temporarily 
stored by the peak detector 107 is sent to the clipping 

40 circuit 109. 

[0058] This temporarily stored OFDM signal is sub- 
jected to clipping processing by the clipping circuit 1 09. 
Methods that can be used for clipping processing in the 
clipping circuit 1 09 include cutting power at or above the 

45 threshold value in the OFDM signal, and bringing the 
OFDM signal power below the threshold value by low- 
ering the overall level of the OFDM signal. 
[0059] An OFDM signal that has undergone clipping 
processing is sent to the D/A converter 1 10. As a result, 

50 the apparatus switches from the peak suppression state 
to the normal state. 

[0060] In the D/A converter 110, the OFDM signal 
from the peak detector 1 07 or clipping circuit 1 09 under- 
goes D/A conversion processing that converts it to an 
55 analog signal. The OFDM signal that has been convert- 
ed to an analog signal undergoes modulation process- 
ing by being multiplied by a local signal from an oscillator 
111 in the multiplier 112. After undergoing modulation 
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processing, the OFDM signal is transmitted to the re- 
ceiving apparatus via the antenna 113. HSj* 
[0061] In FIG.2. a signal transmitted by a transmitting 
apparatus provided with a multicarrier communication 
apparatus according to this embodiment is received by 
the antenna 201 . A demodulated signal is generated by 
multiplying a signal received by the antenna 201 (re- 
ceived signal) by a local signal from the oscillator 202 
in the multiplier 203. The generated demodulated signal 
is converted to a digital signal by being subjected to A/ 
D conversion processing by the A/D converter 204. 
[0062] The demodulated signal that has been con- 
verted to a digital signal undergoes FFT processing by 
the FFT section 205, whereby the signals transmitted 
by means of the first subcarrier through fourth subcarrier 
are extracted. That is, the first demodulated signal 
through fourth demodulated signal are extracted by the 
FFT section 205. In this embodiment, the extracted first 
demodulated signal through fourth demodulated signal 
correspond to the signals superimposed by means of 
the first subcarrier through fourth subcarrier, respective- 
ly, shown in FIG.3 (b). 

[0063] The first demodulated signal and fourth de- 
modulated signal contain a peak suppression signal in 
a symbol for which peak power exceeding the threshold 
value occurs in the OFDM signal. For example, referring 
to FIG.3 (b), the first demodulated signal and fourth de- 
modulated signal contain a peak suppression signal, not 
a normal information signal, in symbol 301 . For the re- 
ceiving apparatus, these peak suppression signals are 
unnecessary interference signal components. There- 
fore, there is a possibility that the first demodulated sig- 
nal and fourth demodulated signal will, left as they are, 
be signals containing an error. 

[0064] Thus the first demodulated signal and fourth 
demodulated signal are sent to error correction decod- 
ing section 206 and error correction decoding section 
207, respectively. The second demodulated signal and 
third demodulated signal are sent to the P/S converter 
208. 

[0065] The first demodulated signal and fourth de- 
modulated signal undergo error correction decoding 
processing by error correction decoding section 206 and 
error correction decoding section 207, respectively. As 
a result, the part corresponding to the peak suppression 
signal In the first demodulated signal and fourth demod- 
ulated signal is corrected to an appropriate signal. For 
example, referring to FIG.3 (a) and FIG.3 (b), by means 
of error correction processing, signal "P1". and signal 
"P2" in the first demodulated signal are corrected to the 
respective information signals which are not subjected 
to the error correction coding in the transmitting appa- 
ratus. After error correction processing, the first demod- 
ulated signal and fourth demodulated signal are sent to 
the P/S converter 208. 

[0066] In the P/S converter 208, the second demod- 
ulated signal and third demodulated signal, together 
with the first demodulated signal and fourth demoduiat- 
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ed signal that have undergone error correction decoding 
processing^ are converted to a single stream of decoded 
data. This concludes the description of the operation of 
a transmitting apparatus provided with a multicarrier 
5 communication apparatus according to this embodi- 
ment, and the operation of a receiving apparatus that 
performs radio communications with this transmitting 
apparatus. 

[0067] Thus, in this embodiment, subcarriers that 

10 transmit only peak suppression signals on a fixed basis 
and subcarriers that transmit only information signals 
are not provided, but instead, compensation subcarriers 
that transmit both peak suppression signals and infor- 
mation signals and information subcarriers that transmit 

IS information signals are provided. 

[0068] Also, in the normal state, a normal-rate infor- 
mation signal is superimposed on an information sub- 
carrier, while a signal for which error correction coding 
processing has been executed on an information signal 

20 that has a lower rate than the normal rate is superim- 
posed on a compensation subcarrier. In the peak sup- 
pression state, on the other hand, a peak suppression 
signal is superimposed on a compensation subcarrier, 
while the same kind of information signal as in the nor- 

25 mal state is superimposed on an information subcarrier. 
[0069] According to this kind of configuration, in the 
peak suppression state it is possible to effectively sup- 
press peak power in an OFDM signal by superimposing 
peak suppression signals on compensation subcarriers, 

30 and in the nomial state it is possible to suppress a drop 
in transmission efficiency by superimposing information 
signals on all subcarriers (information subcarriers and 
compensation subcarriers). 

[0070] Moreover, although, in the case of peak sup- 
35 pression, a signal transmitted by means of a compen- 
sation subcarrier contains a peak suppression signal 
(that is, an erroneous signal), not an information signal, 
the information signal superimposed on this compensa- 
tion subcarrier is subjected to error correction coding 
40 processing. Consequently, a signal transmitted by 
means of a compensation carrier becomes a signal in 
which the erroneous part (the peak suppression signal 
part) has been corrected by execution of error correction 
decoding processing by the receiving side apparatus. 
That is to say, an information signal superimposed on a 
compensation subcarrier is received In good condition 
by the receiving side apparatus. 

[0071] As described above, according to this embod- 
iment, it is possible to provide a multicarrier communi- 

so cation apparatus that suppresses peak power, while 
suppressing a drop in transmission efficiency. 
[0072] fn this embodiment a case where the number 
of subcarriers used is four has been described as an 
example, but there is no limit on the number of subcar- 

55 riers used. Also, in this embodiment a case where two 
compensation subcarriers on which information signals 
and peak suppression signals are superimposed are 
used (in this embodiment, the first subcarrier and fourth 
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subcarrier) has been described as an example, but it is 
possible to change the number of compensation sub- 
carriers according to various conditions such as the sit- 
uation regarding peak power suppression by means of 
peal< suppression signals. 

(Embodiment 2) 

[0073] In this embodiment, subcarriers that transmit 
only peak suppression signals on a fixed basis and sub- 
carriers that transmit only infonnation signals are not 
provided, but instead, only subcarriers for transmitting 
information signals are provided, and a predetermined 
number of these subcarriers are used as subcarriers on 
which transmission of information signals is halted when 
peak power that exceeds a threshold value occurs In an 
OFDM signal. 

[0074] A transmitting apparatus provided with a mul- 
ticarrier communication apparatus according to this em- 
bodiment will be described below with reference to FIG. 
4. FIG.4 is a block diagram showing the configuration of 
a transmitting apparatus provided with a multicarrier 
communication apparatus according to Embodiment 2 
of the present invention. Parts in FIG.4 identical to those 
in Embodiment 1 (FtG.1) are assigned the same codes 
as in FIG.1 and their detailed explanations are omitted. 
[0075] In FIG.4, a peak detector 401 , in the same way 
as the peak detector 107 in Embodiment 1 , measures 
the power of an OFDM signal from the IFFT section 1 06 
for each symbol, and detects, for the OFDM signal in 
each symbol, whether or not peak power that exceeds 
a threshold value occurs. This peak detector 401 differs 
from the peak detector 1 07 in Embodiment 1 in the fol- 
lowing respect. 

[0076] If peak power exceeding the threshold value 
occurs in the OFDM signal, the peak detector 401 tem- 
porarily stores this OFDM signal for the symbol in which 
peak power occurred, notifies a transmission halting 
section 402 that peak power exceeding the threshold 
value has occurred, and controls the IFFT section 106 
so as to re-generate an OFDM signal for the symbol in 
which peak power exceeded the threshold value. 
[0077] When the transmission halting section 402 rec- 
ognizes from the notification from the peak detector401 
that peak power exceeding the threshold value has oc- 
curred In an OFDM signal, It controls switch 104 so as 
to halt output of first-stream transmit data from error cor- 
rection coding section 1 02 to the IFFT section 1 06, and 
also controls switch 105 so as to halt output of fourth- 
stream transmit data from error correction coding sec- 
tion 103 to the IFFT section 106. 
[0078] If peak power exceeding the threshold value 
still occurs in the OFDM signal re-generated by the IFFT 
section 1 06, the peak detector 401 sends the temporar- 
ily stored OFDM signal for the relevant symbol to the 
clipping circuit 1 09. 

[0079] The configuration of a receiving apparatus that 
perfomis radio communications with a transmitting ap- 
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paratus provided with a multicarrier communication ap- 
paratus according to this embodiment is the same as 
that described in Embodiment 1 (FIG. 2), and a detailed 
description thereof will be omitted here. 

5 [0080] Next, the operation of a transmitting apparatus 
provided with a multicarrier communication apparatus 
according to this embodiment will be described with- ref- 
erence again to FIG.4. When this apparatus is in the nor- 
mal state, switch 104 and switch 105 are controlled by 

10 the transmission halting section 402 so as to output, re- 
spectively, first-stream transmit data from error correc- 
tion coding section 1 02 and fourth-stream transmit data 
from error correction coding section 103 to the IFFT sec- 
tion 106. 

15 [0081] In the IFFT section 1 06, IFFT processing (that 
is, frequency division multiplexing processing) using 
first-stream through fourth-stream transmit data is car- 
ried out. As a result of this frequency division multiplex- 
ing processing, an OFDM signal is generated in which 

20 first-stream transmit data through fourth -stream trans- 
mit data are superimposed, respectively, on the first 
subcarrier through fourth subcarrier. The generated 
OFDM signal is sent to the peak detector 401 . 
[0082] In the peak detector 401. the power of the 

25 OFDM signal from the IFFT section 1 06 is measured for 
each symbol, and detection is carried out as to whether 
or not peak power exceeding a threshold value has oc- 
curred in the OFDM signal for each symbol. 
[0083] If peak power exceeding the threshold value 

30 has not occurred in the OFDM signal from the IFFT sec- 
tion 106. this OFDM signal for a symbol in which peak 
power has not occurred is sent to the D/A converter 110. 
[0084] It on the other hand, peak power exceeding 
the threshold value has occurred in the OFDM signal 

35 from the IFFT section 1 06, this OFDM signal for a sym- 
bol in which peak power has occurred is stored tempo- 
rarily, and the apparatus switches from the normal state 
to a peak suppression state. 

[0085] When the apparatus switches to the peak sup- 

40 pression state, the following processing is carried out. 
Acontrol signal is sent from the peak detector 401 to the 
IFFT section 106 to have re-generation of the OFDM 
signal for the symbol in which peak power exceeded the 
threshold value performed. 

45 [0086] In addition, the transmission halting section 
402 Is notified by the peak detector 401 of the fact that 
peak power exceeding the threshold value has occurred 
in the OFDM signal. Consequently, switch 104 is con- 
trolled by the transmission halting section 402 so as to 

50 halt output of first-stream transmit data from error cor- 
rection coding section 1 02 to the IFFT section 1 06. Sim- 
ilarly, switch 1 05 is controlled by the transmission halting 
section 402 so as to halt output of fourth-stream transmit 
data from error correction coding section 103 to the IFFT 

55 section 106. 

[0087] As a result, an OFDM signal for a symbol in 
. which peak power exceeding the threshold value oc- 
curred is generated by the peak detector 401 with only 
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second-stream transmit data and third-stream transmit 
data input in the IFFT section 106. Thatcis to say, an 
OFDM signal is generated in which second-stream 
transmit data and third-stream transmit data are super- 
imposed, respectively, on only the second subcarher 
and third subcarrier. 

[0088] Here, no signals whatever are superimposed 
on the first subcarrier and fourth subcarrier. In other 
words, It can be. said that a signal with an amplitude of 
generally zero is multiplexed on the first subcarrier and 
fourth subcarher. Thus, the number of subcarriers on 
which an information signal is superimposed is reduced 
from four to two. Therefore, an OFDM signal re-gener- 
ated by the IFFT section 106 has peak power sup- 
pressed. 

[0089] As described above, detection is performed by 
the peak detector 401 for an OFDM signal re-generated 
by the IFFT section 106 as to whether or not peak power 
exceeding the threshold value has occurred. If peak 
power exceeding the threshold value has not occurred 
in a re-generated OFDM signal, this re-generated 
OFDM signal is sent to the D/A converter 1 1 0. If, on the 
other hand, peak power exceeding the threshold value 
still occurs in the re-generated OFDM signal, the above- 
mentioned temporarily stored OFDM signal is sent to the 
clipping circuit 109. The apparatus then switches from 
the peak suppression state to the normal state. 
[0090] Details of the clipping circuit 1 09 and D/A con- 
verter 110 are the same as for Embodiment 1 .A modu- 
lated OFDM signal transmitted by a transmitting appa- 
ratus provided with a multicarrier communication appa- 
ratus according to this embodiment is received by the 
receiving apparatus shown in F\G.2 via the antenna 113. 
[0091] Referring to FIG.2, as described in Embodi- 
ment 1 , signals transmitted by means of the first sub- 
carrier through fourth subcarrier are extracted by per- 
forming FFT processing on the (a) demodulated signal 
that has been converted to a digital signal subjected to 
FFT processing in the FFT section 205.That is, the first 
demodulated signal through fourth demodulated signal 
are extracted by the FFT section 205. 
[0092] The first demodulated signal and fourth de- 
modulated signal transmitted by means of the first sub- 
carrier and fourth subcarrier, respectively, contain an er- 
ror in a symbol for which peak power exceeding the 
threshold value occurs in the OFDM signal. Therefore, 
there is a possibility that the first demodulated signal and 
fourth demodulated signal will, left as they are, be sig- 
nals containing an error. 

[0093] Thus the first demodulated signal and fourth 
demodulated signal are sent to error correction decod- 
ing section 206 and error correction decoding section 
207, respectively, and undergo error correction decod- 
ing processing. As a result, the erroneous part in the first 
demodulated signal and fourth demodulated signal is 
corrected to an appropriate signal. 
[0094] Thus, in this embodiment, subcarriers that 
transmit only peak suppression signals on a fixed basis 
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and subcarriers that transmit only information signals 
are not provided, but instead, only information subcar- 
riers for transmitting information signals are provided, 
and a predetermined number of specific subcarriers 
5 among these subcarriers are used as subcarriers on 
which transmission of information signals is halted when 
peak power that exceeds a threshold value occurs in an 
OFDM signal. 

[0095] Also, in the normal state, a signal for which er- 
10 ror correction coding processing has been executed on 
an information signal that has a lower rate than the nor- 
mal rate is superimposed on a specific subcarrier, while 
a normal-rate information signal is superimposed on an 
information subcarrier other than a specific subcarrier. 
IS In the peak suppression state, on the other hand, infor- 
mation signals are not superimposed on specific sub- 
carriers, but are superimposed only on other information 
subcarriers. 

[0096] According to this kind of configuration, in the 

20 peak suppression state it is possible to effectively sup- 
press peak power in an OFDM signal by not superim- 
posing information signals on specific carriers, and in 
the normal state It is possible to suppress a drop in trans- 
mission efficiency by superimposing information signals 

25 on all subcarriers. 

[0097] Moreover, although, in the case of peak sup- 
pression, a signal transmitted by means of a specific 
subcarrier does not contain an information signal, an in- 
formation signal superimposed on this specific subcar- 

30 rier is subjected to error correction coding processing. 
Consequently, a signal transmitted by means of this 
specific carrier becomes a signal in which the erroneous 
part (the part on which an information signal is nof su- 
perimposed) has been corrected by execution of error 

35 correction decoding processing by the receiving side 
apparatus. That Is to say, an infomiation signal super- 
Imposed on a specific subcarrier is received in good 
condition by the receiving side apparatus. 
[0098] As described above, according to this enibod- 

40 iment, it is possible to provide a multicarrier communi- 
cation apparatus that suppresses peak power while 
suppressing a drop in transmission efficiency. 
[0099] In this embodiment a case where the number 
. of subcarriers used is four has been described as an 

^5 example, but there is no limit on the number of subcar- 
riers used. Also, In this embodiment a case where the 
number of specific subcarriers on which information sig- 
nal transmission is halted when peak power exceeding 
a threshold value occurs is two has been described as 

50 an example, but it is possible to change the number of 
specific subcarriers according to various conditions 
such as the situation regarding peak power suppression 
by halting information signal transmission. 

55 (Embodiment 3) 

[0100] In this embodiment, subcarriers that transmit 
only peak suppression signals on a fixed basis and sub- 
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carriers that transmit only information signals are not 
provided, but instead, all subcarriers are provided as 
subcarriers that can transmit both peak suppression sig- 
nals and information signals, and moreover, in the nor- 
mal state information signals are superimposed on all 5 
subcarriers, while in the peak suppression state peak 
suppression signals are superimposed on a subcarrier 
selected from among all the subcarriers. 
[0101] A transmitting apparatus provided with a mul- 
ticarrier communication apparatus according to this em- io 
bodiment will be described below with reference to FIG. 
5. FIG.5 is a block diagram showing the configuration of 
a transmitting apparatus provided with a multicarrier 
communication apparatus according to Embodiment 3 
of the present invention. Parts in FIG.5 identical to those 
in Embodiment 1 (FIG.1) are assigned the same codes 
as In FIG.1 and their detailed explanations are omitted. 
[0102] In FIG.5, an S/P converter 501 converts a sin- 
gle stream of transmit data into a plurality of streams of 
transmit data (four streams here as an example), in the 
same way as the S/P converter 1 01 In Embodiment 1 . 
Here, for convenience, the transmit data of the plurality 
of streams shown in FIG.5 is referred to in order from 
top to bottom as first-stream to fourth-stream transmit 
data. The S/P converter 601 sends first-stream through ss 
fourth-stream transmit data to switch 504 through switch 
507, respectively, all as transmit data with the same rate. 
[0103] A peak detector 503, in the same way as the 
peak detector 1 07 in Embodiment 1 , measures the pow- 
er of an OFDM signal from the I FFT section 106foreach 30 
symbol, and detects, for the OFDM signal in each sym- 
bol, whether or not peak power that exceeds a threshold 
value occurs. 

[0104] If peak power exceeding the threshold value 
does not occur in the OFDM signal, the peak detector 35 
503 sends this OFDM signal for a symbol In which peak 
power has not occurred to the D/A converter 110. 
[0105] If peak power exceeding the threshold value 
occurs In the OFDM signal, the peak detector 503 tem- 
porarily stores this. OFDM signal for a symbol in which ^o, 
peak power occurred, notifies a compensation carrier 
detennination section 502 that peak power exceeding 
the threshold value has occurred, controls the IFFT sec- 
tion 106 so as to re-generate an OFDM signal for the 
symbol In which peak power exceeded the threshold -^5 
value, and controls the peak suppression signal gener- 
ator 1 08 so as to generate a peak suppression signal. 
[0106] If peak power exceeding the threshold value 
still occurs in the OFDM signal re-generated by the IFFT 
section 1 06, the peak detector 503 causes the peak sup- so 
pression signal generator 1 08 to generate a peak sup- 
pression signal, and also controls the IFFT section 1 06 
so that re-generation of an OFDM signal for the symbol 
in which peak power occurred is continued, until a sec- 
ond repetition count reaches a stipulated number At this S5 
time, when the second repetition count reaches the stip- 
ulated number, the peak detector 503 sends the tempo- 
rarity stored OFDM signal for the relevant symbol to the 
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clipping circuit 109. 

[0107] The compensation carrier determination sec- 
tion 502 performs switching control for switch 504 
through switch 507 in accordance with the notification 
from the peak detector 503-that Is , according to whether 
or not peak power exceeding the threshold value has 
occurred in the OFDM signal generated by the IFFT sec- 
tion 106. 

[0108] FIG .6 is a block diagram showing the configu- 
ration of a receiving apparatus that performs radio com- 
munications with a transmitting apparatus provided with 
a multicarrier communication apparatus according to 
Embodiment 3 of the present invention. Parts in FIG. 6 
identical to those in Embodiment 1 (FIG,2) are assigned 
the same codes as in FIG.2 and their detailed explana- 
tions are omitted. In FIG.6, unlike Embodiment 1, the 
first demodulated signal through fourth demodulated 
signal extracted by the FFT section 205 are all sent to 
the P/S converter 208 without undergoing error correc- 
tion decoding processing. 

[0109] Next, the operation of a transmitting apparatus 
provided with a multicarrier communication apparatus 
according to this embodiment will be described with ref- 
erence again to FIG.5. When this apparatus is in the nor- 
mal state, switch 504 through switch 507 are controlled 
by the compensation carrier determination section 502 
so as to output first-stream through fourth-stream trans- 
mit data from the S/P converter 501 to the IFFT sectiori 
106. 

[0110] In the IFFT section 1 06, IFFT processing (that 
is, frequency division multiplexing processing) using 
first-stream through fourth-stream transmit data is car- 
ried put. As a result of this frequency division multiplex- 
ing processing, an OFDM signal is generated in which 
first-stream transmit data through fourth -stream trans- 
mit data are superimposed, respectively, on the first 
subcarrier through fourth subcarrier. The generated 
OFDM signal is sent to the peak detector 503. 
[0111] In the peak detector 503, the power of the 
OFDM signal from the IFffT section 1 06 is measured for 
each symbol, and detection is carried out as to whether 
or not peak power exceeding a threshold value has oc- 
curred in the OFDM signal for each symbol. 
[0112] If peak power exceeding the threshold value 
has not occurred in the OFDM signal from the IFFT sec- 
tion 106, this OFDM signal for a symbol in which peak 
power has not occurred is sent to the D/A converter 110. 
[0113] If, on the other hand, peak power exceeding 
the threshold value has occurred in the OFDM signal 
from the IFFT section 106, this OFDM signal for a sym- 
bol in which peak power has occurred is stored tempo- 
rarily, and the apparatus switches-from the nomnal state 
to a peak suppression state. 

[0114] When the apparatus switches to the peak sup- 
pression state, the following processing is carried out. 
Acontrol signal is sent from the peak detector 503 to the 
IFFT section 1 06 to have re-generation of the OFDM 
signal for the symbol in which peak power exceeded the 
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threshold value performed, and a control signal is sent 
from the peak detector 503 to the peak suppression sig- 
nal generator 108 to have a peak suppression signal 
generated. 

[0115] On receiving the above-described control sig- 
nal, the peak suppression signal generator 108 per- 
forms generation of a peak suppression signal to switch 
504 through switch 507. This peak suppression signal 
is of the same kind as that In Embodiment 1 , and a de- 
tailed description thereof will be omitted here. 
[0116] In addition, the compensation carrier determi- 
nation section 502 is notified by the peak detector 503 
of the fact that peak power exceeding the threshold val- 
ue has occurred in the OFDM signal generated by the 
I FFT section 106. 

[0117] On receiving this notification, the compensa- 
tion carrier determination section 502 performs control 
so that one of switches 504 through 507 (here, for ex- 
ample, switch 504) outputs the peak suppression signal 
from the peak suppression signal generator 108 to the 
I FFT section 106 instead of first-stream transmit data. 
[01 1 8] Following this, an OFDM signal for the symbol 
in which peak power exceeding the threshold value oc- 
curred in the peak detector503 is generated by the IFFT 
section 1 06. That is to say, an OFDM signal is generated 
in which a peak suppression signal is superimposed on 
the first subcarrier, and second-stream transmit data 
through fourth-stream transmit data are superimposed, 
respectively, on the second subcarrier through fourth 
subcarrier. The effect due to the peak suppression sig- 
nal in IFFT computation is of the same kind as in Em- 
bodiment 1 , and a detailed description thereof will be 
omitted here. 

[01 1 9] For the OFDM signal re-generated by the IFFT 
section 106, the peak detector 503 detects whether or 
not peak power exceeding the threshold value has oc- 
curred, as described above. If peak power exceeding 
the threshold value has not occurred in the re-generated 
OFDM signal, this re-generated OFDM signal is sent to 
the D/A converter 110. 

[0120] If, on the other hand, peak power exceeding 
the threshold value still occurs in the re-generated 
OFDM signal, a control signal is again sent from the 
peak detector 503 to the IFFT section 106 to have re- 
generation of the OFDM signal for the above-described 
symbol carried out, and a control signal is sent again 
from the peak detector 503 to the peak suppression sig- 
nal generator 108 to have a peak suppression signal 
output to switch 504 through switch 507. At this time, 
the first repetition count for OFDM signal re-generation 
is incremented in the peak detector 503. 
[0121] On receiving this control signal, the peak sup- 
pression signal generator 108 again performs genera- 
tion of a peak suppression signal to switch 504 through 
switch 507. At this time, an appropriate signal different 
from the above-mentioned appropriate signal Is gener- 
ated as a peak suppression signal. 
[0122] As a result, in the IFFT section 106 an OFDM 
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signal is re-generated for a symbol in which peak power 
exceeding the threshold value occurred by the peak de- 
tector 503 with a new peak suppression signal superim- 
posed on the first subcarrier. and, as described above, 
5 detection is performed for the re-generated OFDM sig- 
nal by the peak detector 503 as to whether or not peak 
power exceeding the threshold value has occurred. 
[0123] Thereafter, the above-described kind of re- 
generation of an OFDM signal for the same symbol is 

10 repeated, replacing the peak suppression signal by a 
different appropriate signal, until peak power exceeding 
the threshold value no longeroccurs in the re-generated 
OFDM signal. However, if the first repetition count 
reaches a stipulated value, a control signal is again sent 

15 from the peak detector 503 to the IFFT section 1 06 to 
have re-generation of the OFDM signal for the above- 
described symbol carried out, and the compensation 
carrier determination section 502 is again notified by the 
peak detector 503 of the fact that peak power exceeding 

20 the threshold value has occurred in the OFDM signal. 
At this time, the second repetition count for OFDM signal 
re-generation is incremented, and the first repetition 
count is reset, in the peak detector 503. 
[0124] On receiving this notification, the compensa- 

25 tion carrier determination section 502 performs control 
so that, this time, one of switches 505 through 507, but 
not switch 504, (here, for example, switch 505) outputs 
the peak suppression signal from the peak suppression 
signal generator 108 to the IFFT section 106 instead of 

30 second-stream transmit data. 

[0125] Following this, the above-described kind of 
OFDM signal re-generation Is performed by the IFFT 
section 106, and, as described above, detection is per- 
formed for the re-generated OFDM signal by the peak 

35 detector 503 as to whether or not peak power exceeding 
the threshold value has occurred. 
[0126] Thereafter, the above-described kind of re- 
generation of an OFDM signal for the same symbol is 
repeated, replacing the peak suppression signal by a 

40 different appropriate signal, until peak power exceeding 
the threshold value no longeroccurs in the re-generated 
OFDM signal. However, if the first repetition count 
reaches a stipulated value, a control signal is again sent 
from the peak detector 503 to the IFFT section 106 to 

45 have re-generation of the OFDM signal for the above- 
described symbol carried out, and the compensation 
carrier determination section 502 is again notified by the 
peak detector 503 of the fact that peak power exceeding 
the threshold value has occurred in the OFDM signal. 

50 At this time, the second repetition count for OFDM signal 
re-generation is incremented, and the first repetition 
count is reset, in the peak detector 503. 
[0127] Following this, the above-described kind of 
OFDM signal re-generation is repeated, changing the 

55 switch that outputs a peak suppression signal instead 
of an information signal, until peak power exceeding the 
threshold value no longer occurs in the re-generated 
OFDM signal. However, if the second repetition count 
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reaches a stipulated value, the OFDM signal temporarily 
stored in the peak detector 503 is sent to the clipping 
circuit 109. The apparatus then switches from the peak 
suppression state to the normal state. 
[0128] A post-modulation-processing OFDM signal 
transmitted by a transmitting apparatus provided with a 
multlcarrler communication apparatus according to this 
embodiment Is received by the receiving apparatus 
shown in FIG.6 via the antenna 113. 
[0129] Referring to FIG.6, as described in Embodi- 
ment 1 , signals transmitted by means of the first sub- 
carrier through fourth subcarrler are extracted by having 
a demodulated signal that has been converted to a dig- 
ital signal subjected to FFT processing in the FFT sec- 
tion 205. That is, the first demodulated signal through 
fourth denriodulated signal are extracted by the FFT sec- 
tion 205. 

[0130] Among the first demodulated signal through 
fourth demodulated signal transmitted by means of the 
first subcarrler through fourth subcarrier, respectively, 
there Is a possibility of the presence of a signal that con- 
tains an error (peak suppression signal) in a symbol for 
which peak power exceeding the threshold value oc- 
curred in the OFDM signal. However, when a certain 
number of errors are permitted ( for example, when 
transmit data input to the S/P converter 501 in the trans- 
mitting apparatus shown in FIG. 5 has already under- 
gone error correction coding), after these first through 
fourth demodulated signals have been converted to a 
single signal stream by the P/S converter 208, they be- 
come demodulated data capable of being reproduced 
by undergoing error correction decoding processing. 
[0131] Thus, In. this embodiment, subcarriers that 
transmit only peak suppression signals on a fixed basis 
and subcarriers that transmit only information signals 
are not provided, but instead, all subcarriers are provid- 
ed as subcarriers that can transmit both peak suppres- 
sion signals and information signals. 
[0132] Moreover, in the normal state information sig- 
nals are superimposed on all subcarriers, while in the 
peak suppression state a peak suppression signal is su- 
perimposed on one or other of the subcarriers and in- 
formation signals are superimposed on the other sub- 
carriers. 

[0133] According to this kind of configuration, in the 
peak suppression state it is possible to effectively sup- 
press peak power in an OFDM signal by superimposing 
a peak suppression signal on one or other of the sub- 
carriers, and in the normal state it is possible to suppress 
a drop in transmission efficiency by superimposing in- 
formation signals on all subcarriers. 
[0134] In this embodiment a case where the number 
of subcarriers used is four has been described as an 
example, but there is no limit on the number of subcar- 
riers used. Also, in this embodiment a case has been 
described, as an example, where the number of subcar- 
riers on which a peak suppression signal is superim- 
posed at the time of OFDM signal re-generation is one, 



but it is also possible for the number of subcarriers on 
which a peak suppression signal Is superimposed to be 
two or more. In this case, peak power In an OFDM signal 
can be further suppressed. 

5 [0135] Moreover, in this embodiment, a case has 
been described, as an example, where, when an OFDM 
signal is re-generated, subcarriers on which a peak sup- 
* presslon signal Is to be superimposed are selected se- 
quentially, and an OFDM signal for which peak power 

10 does not exceed a threshold value is sent to a D/A con- 
verter 110, but the present invention is not limited to this, 
and It Is atso possible for OFDM signals re-generated 
with peak suppression signals superimposed on all the 
subcarriers to be stored, and the OFDM signal with the 

15 lowest peak power among the stored OFDM signals to 
be sent to the D/A converter 110. By this means it Is 
possible to suppress OFDM signal peak power to the 
utmost, and minimize the effect of linear distortion in a 
power amplifier. 

20 

(Embodiment 4) 

[0136] In this embodiment, subcarriers that transmit 
only peak suppression signals on a fixed basis and sub- 

2s carriers that transmit only information signals are not 
provided, but instead, all subcarriers are provided as 
subcarriers that transmit only information signals, and 
moreover, in the nonnal state information signals are su- 
perimposed on all subcarriers, while In the peak sup- 

30 pression state information signal transmission is halted 
on a subcarrier selected from among all the subcarriers. 
[0137] A transmitting apparatus provided with a mul- 
tlcarrier communication apparatus according to this em- 
bodiment will be described below with reference to FIG. 

35 7. FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing the configuration of 
a transmitting apparatus provided with a multicarrier 
communication apparatus according to Embodiment 4 
of the present Invention. Parts in FiG.7 identical to those 
in Embodiment 1 (F1G.1) are assigned the same codes 

40 as in FIG.1 and their detailed explanations are omitted. 
[0138] In FIG.7, a peak detector 702, in the same way 
as the peak detector 107 in Embodiment 1 , measures 
the power of an OFDM signal from the I FFT section 1 06 
for each symbol, and detects, for the OFDM signal in 
each symbol, whether or not peak power that exceeds 
a threshold value occurs. 

[0139] If peak power exceeding the threshold value 
does not occur in the OFDM signal, the peak detector 
702 sends this OFDM signal for a symbol in which peak 

50 power has not occurred to the D/A converter 110. 

[0140] If peak power exceeding the threshold value 
occurs in the OFDM signal, the peak detector 702 tem- 
porarily stores this OFDM signal for a symbol in which 
peak power occurred, notifies a non-transmitting carrier 

55 determination section 701 that peak power exceeding 
the threshold value has occurred, and controls the I FFT 
section 1 06 so as to re-generate an OFDM signal for the 
symbol in which peak power exceeding the threshold 
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value occurred. 

[0141] If peak power exceeding the threshold value 
still occurs in the OFDM signal re-generated by the IFFT 
section 106, the peak detector 702 notifies the non- 
transmitting carrier determination section 701 that peak s 
power exceeding the threshold value has occurred, and 
also controls the IFFT section 1 06 so that re-generation 
of an OFDM signal for the symbol in which peak power 
occurred Is continued, until a first repetition count reach* 
es a stipulated number. At this time, when the first rep- 
etition count reaches the stipulated number, the peak 
detector 702 sends the temporarily stored OFDM signal 
for the relevant symbol to the clipping circuit 1 09. 
[0142] The non-transmitting carrier determination 
section 701 perfomris switching control for switch 504 is 
through switch 507 in accordance with the notification 
from the peak detector 702-that is, according to whether 
or not peak power exceeding the threshold value has 
occurred in the OFDM signal generatedby the IFFT sec- 
tion 106! 20 
[01 43] The configuration of a receiving apparatus that 
perfomrts radio communications with a transmitting ap- 
paratus provided with a multicarrier communbation ap- 
paratus according to this embodiment is the same as 
that described in Embodiment 3 (FIG. 6), and a detailed 25 
description thereof will be omitted here. 
[01 44] Next, the operation of a transmitting apparatus 
provided with a multicarrier communication apparatus 
according to this embodiment will be described with ref- 
erence again to FiG.7. The operation of this apparatus 30 
when in the normal state is similar to that in Embodiment 
3, except that switch 504 through switch 507 are con- 
trolled by the non-transmitting carrier determination sec- 
tion 701 so as to output first-stream through fourth- 
stream transmit data from the S/P converter 501 to the 35 
IFFT section 106. 

[01 45] When the apparatus switches to the peak sup- 
pression state, the following processing is carried out. 
Acontrol signal is sent from the peak detector 702 to the 
IFFT section 106 to have re-generation of the OFDM 40 
signal for the symbol in which peak power exceeded the 
threshold value performed, and the non-transmitting 
carrier determination section 701 is notified by the peak 
detector 702 of the fact that peak power exceeding the 
threshold value has occurred in the OFDM signal gen- 
erated by the IFFT section 1 06. 

[0146] On receiving this notification , the non-transmit- 
ting carrier determination section 701 performs control 
so that one of switches 504 through 507 (here, for ex- 
ample, switch 504) halts output of first-stream transmit so 
data to the IFFT section 106. 

[0147] Follovying this, an OFDM signal for the symbol 
in which peak power exceeding the threshold value oc- 
curred in the peak detector 702-is generated by the IFFT 
section 1 06. That is to say, an OFDM signal is generated ss 
in which second-stream transmit data through fourth- 
stream transmit data are superimposed, respectively, 
on the second subcarrier through fourth subcarrier. 



Mere, no signal whatever is superimposed on the first 
subcarriipr in other words, it can be said that a signal 
with an amplitude of generally zero is multiplexed on the 
first subcarrier. 

[0148] For the OFDM signal re-generated by the IFFT 
section 106, the peak detector 702 detects whether or 
not peak power exceeding the threshold value has oc- 
curred, in the same way as in Embodiment 1 . If peak 
power exceeding the threshold value has not occurred 
in the re-generated OFDM signal, this re-generated 
OFDM signal is sent to the D/A converter 1 1 0. If, on the 
other hand, peak power exceeding the threshold value 
still occurs in the re-generated OFDM signal, a control 
signal is again sent from the peak detector 702 to the 
IFFT section 106 to have re-generation of the OFDM 
signal for the above-described symbol carried out, and 
the non-transmitting carrier determination section 701 
is again notified by the peak detector 702 of the fact that 
peak power exceeding the threshold value has occurred 
in the OFDM signal generated by the IFFT section 106. 
At this time, the first repetition count for OFDM signal 
re-generation is incremented in the peak detector 702. 
[01 49] On receiving this notification, the non-transmit- 
ting carrier determination section 701 performs control 
so that, this time, one of switches 505 through 507, but 
not switch 604, (here, for example, switch 505) halts out- 
put of second-stream transmit data to the IFFT section 
106. 

[0150] Following this, the above-described kind of 
OFDM signal re-generation is perfomied by the IFFT 
section 106, and, as described above, detection is per- 
formed for the re-generated OFDM signal by the peak 
detector 702 as to whether or not peak power exceeding 
the threshold value has occurred. 
[0151] Thereafter, the above-described kind of re- 
generation of an OFDM signal for the same symbol is 
repeated, changing the switch that halts the output of 
information signal to the IFFT section 106, until peak 
power exceeding the threshold value no longer occurs 
in the re-generated OFDM signal. However, if the 
above-mentioned first repetition count reaches a stipu- 
lated value, the OFDM signal temporarily stored in the 
peak detector 702 is sent to the clipping circuit 1 09. The 
apparatus then switches from the peak suppression 
state to the normal state. 

[0152] A post-modulation-processing OFDM signal 
transmitted by a transmitting apparatus provided with a 
multicarrier communication apparatus according to this 
embodiment is received by the receiving apparatus 
shown in FIG.6 via the antenna 113. 
[0153] Referring to FIG.6, as described In Embodi- 
ment 1 . signals transmitted by means of the first sub- 
carrier through fourth subcarrier are extracted by having 
a demodulated signal that has been converted to a dig- 
ital signal subjected to FFT processing in the FFT sec- 
tion 205. That is, the first demodulated signal through 
fourth demodulated signal are extracted by the FFT sec- 
tion 205. 
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[0154] Among the first demodulated signal through 
fourth demodulated signal transmitted by means of the 
first subcarrier through fourth subcarrier, respectively, 
there is a possibility of the presence of a signal that does 
not contain an information signal in a symbol for which 
peak power exceeding the threshold value occurreid in 
the OFDM signal. However, when a certain number of 
errors are permitted (for example, when transmit data 
input to the S/P converter 501 in the transmitting appa- 
ratus shown in FIG. 7 has already undergone error cor- 
rection coding), after these first through fourth demod- 
ulated signals have been converted to a single signal 
stream by the P/S converter 208, they become demod- 
ulated data capable of being reproduced by undergoing 
error correction decoding processing. 
[0155] Thus, In this embodiment, subcarriers that 
transmit only peak suppression signals on a fixed basis 
and subcarriers that transmit only information signals 
are not provided, but instead, all subcarriers are provid- 
ed as subcarriers that transmit only information signals. 
[0156] Moreover, in the normal state information sig- 
nals are superimposed on all subcarriers, while in the 
peak suppression state information signal transmission 
is halted on a subcarrier selected from among all the 
subcarriers. 

[0157] According to this kind of configuration, in the 
peak suppression state it is possible to effectively sup- 
press peak power in an OFDM signal by halting infor- 
mation signal transmission on one or other of the sub- 
carriers, and in the normal state it is possible to suppress 
a drop in transmission efficiency by superimposing in- 
formation signals on all subcarriers. 
[0158] In this embodiment a case where the number 
of subcarriers used is . four has been described as an 
example, but there is no limit on the number of subcar- 
riers used. Also, in this embodiment a case has been 
described, as an example, where the number of subcar- 
riers on which an information signal Is not superimposed 
at the time of OFDM signal re-generation is one, but it 
is also possible for the number of subcarriers on which 
an information signal is not superimposed to be two or 
more. In this case, peak power In an OFDM signal can 
be further suppressed. 

[0159] In this embodiment, a case has been de- 
scribed, as an example, where, when an OFDM signal 
Is re-generated, subcarriers on which information signal 
transmission is to be halted are selected sequentially, 
and an OFDM signal for which peak power does not ex- 
ceed a threshold value is sent to a D/A converter 110, 
but the present invention is not limited to this, and it is 
also possible for OFDM signals re-generated when in- 
formation signal transmission is halted on each of the 
subcarriers to be stored, and the OFDM signal with the 
lowest peak power among the stored OFDM signals to 
be sent to the D/A converter 110. By this means it is 
possible to suppress OFDM signal peak power to the 
utmost, and minimize the effect of linear distortion in a 
power amplifier. 
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[0160] In above Embodiments 1 through 4, a case has 
been described where, when peak power still occurs de- 
spite OFDM signal re-generation, the OFDM signal for 
the relevant symbol stored by a peak detector (that Is, 
5 the initially generated OFDM signal), and not the re-gen- 
erated OFDM signal for the relevant symbol, undergoes 
clipping processing by a clipping circuit 109 and is sent 
to a D/A converter 110. This is because the present in- 
ventors have noted that whereas a re-generated OFDM 
10 signal is a signal generated with a peak suppression sig- 
nal or a signal with an amplitude of generally zero, etc., 
superimposed on a predetermined subcarrier, an OFDM 
signal for the relevant symbol stored by a peak detector 
is a signal generated without a peak suppression signal 
or a signal with an amplitude of generally zero, etc., su- 
perimposed. That is to say, the present inventors have 
noted that a signal resulting from clipping processing of 
an initially generated OFDM signal is of better quality 
than a signal resulting from clipping processing of a re- 
generated OFDM signal. As a result, the quality of a re- 
ceived signal on the receiving apparatus side is good. 
[0161] In above Embodiment 1 and Embodiment 2, a 
case has been described, as an example, where, in or- 
der to unify the rate of each stream of transmit data input 
ss to the IFFT section 1 08, of the streams of transmit data 
output from the S/P converter 101, transmit data on 
which error correction coding is performed is given a low 
rate. However, if a method is used whereby the transmit 
data rate does not change after error correction coding 
30 (such as a trellis coding modulation method, for exam- 
ple), it is possible for the rates of all the streams of trans- 
mit data output from the S/P converter 101 to be made 
a standard rate. 

[0162] A transmitting apparatus provided with a mul- 
35 ticarrier communication apparatus and a receiving ap- 
paratus that performs radio communications with this re- 
ceiving apparatus described in above Embodiments 1 
through 4 can be installed in a communication terminal 
apparatus or base station apparatus in a digital mobile 
40 communication system. 

[0163] As will be clear to those skilled in the art, the 
present Invention can be implemented using a digital 
computer or microprocessor available on the general 
market that is programmed in accordance with the tech- 
niques described In the above embodiments. As will be 
clear to those skilled in the art, the present invention in- 
cludes a computer program created by a person or per- 
sons skilled in the art based on the techniques described 
in the above-described embodiments. 
[0164] A computer program product whk:h is a record- 
ing medium containing instructions that can be used to 
program a computer that implements the present inven- 
tion is included within the scope of the present invention. 
This recording medium corresponds to a disk such as a 
55 floppy disk, optical disk, CD-ROM, or magnetic disk, or 
ROM, RAM, EPROM, EEPROM. a magneto-optical 
card, memory card, DVD, or the like, but is not limited 
to these in particular. 
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[0165] As described above, according to the present 
invention it Is possible to provide a multic'hrri.er commu- 
nication apparatus that superimposes information sig- 
nals on ail carrier waves when peak power does not oc- 
cur in a multicarrier signal: and superimposes a signal s 
for suppressing peak power instead of an infomiation 
signal on a specific carrier wave among all carrier waves 
when peak power occurs in a multicarrier signal, thereby 
suppressing peak power while also suppressing a drop 
in transmission efficiency. io 
[0166] This application Is based on Japanese Patent 
Application No. 2000-1 58561 filed on May 29, 2000, en- 
tire content of which is expressly incorporated by refer- 
ence herein. 

15 

Industrial Applicability 

[0167] The present invention is suitable for use in the 
field of multicarrier transmission method communication 
apparatuses and more particularly in the field of multi- 20 
carrier transmission method communication apparatus- 
es that suppress peak power. 

Claims 25 

1. A multicarrier communication apparatus compris- 
ing: 

converting means for converting a single infer- 30 
- mation signal stream to a plurality of streams 
of infomiation signals; 

generating means for generating a multicarrier 
signal by superimposing a plurality of streams 
of information signals respectively on stream- ^5 
specific carrier waves; - 
peak power detecting means for detecting peak 
power of said multicarrier signal; and 
re-generating means for, when said peak pow- 
er exceeds a threshold value, superimposing a 
signal for suppressing peak power instead of 
-an information signal on a specific carrier wave 
among said carrier waves and re-generating 
the multicarrier signal at the time said peak 
power exceeded the threshold value. 

2. The multicarrier communication apparatus accord- 
ing to claim 1 , wherein(:) said converting means ex- 
ecutes error correction coding processing on an in- 
formation signal of a predetermined stream among so 
said plurality of streams of infomiation signals; and 

said generating means superimposes the in- 
formation signal of each stream subjected to error 
correction coding processing on a stream-specific 
specific carrier wave. 55 

3. The multicarrier communication apparatus accord- 
ing to claim 1 , wherein said re-generating means 



uses at least one carrier wave selected from among 
all carrier waves as a specific carrier wave. 

4. The multicarrier communication apparatus accord- 
ing to claim 1 , wherein said re-generating means 
uses a random signal as a signal for suppressing 
peak power. 

5. The multicarrier communication apparatus accord- 
ing to claim 1 wherein: 

said re-generating means uses a signal for 
which amplitude and phase are limited as a sig- 
nal for suppressing peak power; and 
said re-generating mearis comprises storing 
means for storing multicarrier signal generation 
results computed beforehand, and re-gener- 
ates a multicarrier signal using said stored gen- 
eration results. 

6. The multicarrier communication apparatus accord- 
ing to claim 1 , wherein said re-generating means 
uses a signal for which amplitude is generally zero 
as a signal for suppressing peak power. 

7. The multicarrier communication apparatus accord- 
ing to claim 1 , further comprising clipping means for 
performing clipping processing on a multicarrier sig- 
nal for which peak power exceeds a threshold value 
among multicarrier signals generated by said gen- 
erating means.. • 

8. A communication tenninal apparatus provided with 
a multicarrier communication apparatus, said mul- 
ticarrier communication apparatus comprising: 

converting means for converting a single infor- 
mation signal stream to a plurality of streams 
of information signals; 

generating means for generating a multicarrier 
signal by superimposing a plurality of streams 
of Information signals respectively on stream- 
specific carrier waves; 

peak power detecting means for detecting peak 
power of said multicarrier signal; and 
re-generating means for, when said peak pow- 
er exceeds a threshold value, superimposing a 
signal for suppressing peak power instead of 
an information signal on a specific carrier wave 
among said carrier waves and re-generating 
the multicarrier signal at the time said peak 
power exceeded the threshold value. 

9. A base station apparatus provided with a multicar- 
rier communication apparatus, said multicarrier 
communication apparatus comprising: 

converting means for converting a single infor- 
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mation signal stream to a plurality of streams 
of information signals; 

generating means for generating a multlcarrier 
signal by superimposing a plurality of streams 
of information signals respectively on stream- 5 
specific carrier waves; 

peak power detecting means for detecting peak 
power of said multicarrier signal; and 
re-generating means for, when said peak pow- 
er exceeds a threshold value, superimposing a io 
signal for suppressing peak power instead of 
an information signal on a specific carrier wave 
among said carrier waves and re-generating 
the multicarrier signal at the time said peak 
power exceeded the threshold value. 

10. A multicarrier communication method comprising: 

a converting step of converting a single infor- 
mation signal stream to a plurality of streams 
of infonnation signals; 

a generating step of generating a multicarrier 
signal by superimposing a plurality of streams 
of information signals respectively on stream- 
specific carrier waves; 

a peak power detecting step of detecting peak 
power of said multicarrier signal; and 
a re-generating step of, when said peak power 
exceeds a threshold value, superimposing a 
signal for suppressing peak power instead of 30 
an information signal on a specific carrier wave 
among said carrier waves and re-generating 
the multicarrier signal at the time said peak 
power exceeded the threshold value. 
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